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100 Years Since Women First Vote in a Federal Election

Today marks 100 years since Australian women first exercised their newly granted right to vote in the 1903 federal election.

In those 100 years, Australian women have been astute voters – supporting governments that have implemented a strong social welfare system, removed barriers to employing married women, insisted on financial support for deserted wives and their children, introduced no-fault divorce laws and implemented strong anti-discrimination legislation.  

Despite the significant achievements for women since gaining their right to vote, Labor is concerned that, 100 years on, the Howard Government is neglecting vital issues affecting women.  Some examples of this neglect are:

· The Government has refused to support paid maternity leave for women – leaving it firmly at the BBQ table rather than the Cabinet table.  

· The Government has not yet developed a comprehensive early childhood strategy and runs a child care system with thousands of children unable to access services. 

· The gap between male and female earnings growing.

· Our legal aid system is under-funded to the extent that it is unable to support many women in family court cases, or to fight discrimination 

· The Government has not conducted a single national anti-domestic violence campaign, despite the incidence of violence continuing to increase

· The Government can’t even manage to erect a monument to women’s suffrage in its centenary year.

In addition, the active decisions of the Government are set to cause even more harm to women – women are much more reliant on Medicare services than men, and cuts to access or price hikes will hit them hard.  And structuring a higher education system with more student debt will confine many women who move in and out of work as mothers to a lifetime cycle of repayments.

Labor will honour the suffragette women who fought for make sure that women’s voices are heard.  

At the next Federal election, 7.6 million Australian women will not only have a vote, they will also have a choice.  Labor offer a better alternative for women.  
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