MEDIA RELEASE

RISK OF INCREASE IN LATE STAGE ABORTIONS

“Second trimester terminations of pregnancy may become the norm under Medicare changes that force medical practitioners to charge women up to $520 rather than bulk-bill for termination of pregnancy” says abortion activist Margaret Kirby of the Bessie Smyth Foundation. 

The Women’s Health Network held a public meeting in Blaxland on 8 August to focus local attention on the effects of the Medicare changes on the rights of women to choose.  Of particular concern is that the lack of bulk-billing services for women will result in an increase in difficult and riskier late stage abortions because many women will not have the $520 immediately available to access an earlier and safer abortion.  

“Before these changes women had to pay an up-front fee of $160. Now women have to pay $520. Even though women can then go to claim the Medicare rebate of $300, they still have to raise $520 upfront, and for low-income and disadvantaged women this will be almost impossible to raise. Of particular concern is the fact that the lack of bulk-billing abortion services for women will result in either:  an increase in the number of second trimester terminations because women need extra time to raise the money to pay for the operation or an increase enforced parenthood because women have not been able to access abortion" said Ms Kirkby.   
Women’s health service providers present at the public meeting are concerned about the lack of access to early abortion services in the Blue Mountains, Hawkesbury and Penrith areas due to the Medicare changes instituted by the Health Insurance Commission (HIC).  “In addition, the HIC is also not allowing abortion providers to both bulk bill and charge a small up front fee for counselling services provided yet, at the same time the Federal Health Minister, Tony Abbott, has insisted that pregnancy counselling should be compulsory and a Medicare item number created for it.    There is no logic or consistency in what Federal Minister is saying and in what that Minister's bureaucracy is doing.” Ms Kirkby informed the meeting.
 

A number of abortion providers were present at the forum who said they recognised the difficulty women will have in raising the increased up-front cost. However, their hands were tied by the directive from Medicare. The meeting was informed that a number of abortion providers have made numerous representations to Medicare protesting the directive because they could see the impact it would have on women, and particularly on low income women.  However, these representations were rejected by Medicare as Medicare argued they are 'bound by government policy on rebate arrangements.
 

"There is a bigger picture coming forth in all this – while the Federal Government is seeking to force single parents off Centrelink payments and back into the workforce, the HIC is making it more difficult for women to terminate a pregnancy.” Said MS Kirkby. “As a result many women are destined for a life of enforced parenthood. This is a real set-back for women’s rights.”
Women who are seeking information and support regarding termination of pregnancy are encouraged to ring their local women’s health centre (Penrith WHC 4721 8749, Blue Mountains WHC 4782 5133 or Richmond Women’s Cottage 4578 4190) or Bessie Smyth Foundation on 9649 8144.
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