This letter appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald 22 April, 2004

In despair at governments' latest snub to women

Sarah Maddison's article ("With one fell swoop, women's voices are obliterated in NSW", Herald, April 21) expresses the anger, indignation and feeling of frustration that I and many women feel at the decline from commitment by governments, both federal and NSW, to equality for women and to programs to promote it.

The abolition of the NSW Department for Women is but the last dramatic manifestation of a process graphically outlined in Anne Summers's book The End of Equality.

I despair at the dispersing of the Department for Women's expertise. I despair for the women who might have benefitted from the modest programs promoted by the department. 

I despair again at the NSW Government's display of its priorities, first dramatically demonstrated when, some four or five years ago it gave $11 million for the building of a stadium at Gosford to accommodate the wishes of the North Sydney Bears rugby league team. The Federal Government gave a similar amount. The money was wasted as league is no longer regularly played at the stadium. How can subsidising a sporting stadium for men, business and a professional game be a legitimate priority of government?

Where were the 30.6 per cent of NSW Labor parliamentarians who are women when this miserable dirty deed was done? 

Has the women's movement made a mistake in lobbying for more women in Parliament only to see them become spear carriers for their parties in the theatre of politics?

I am, at 80, too old and tired to fight again. I despair that future generations of women will have to fight and lobby for equality of women, for the welfare of their less well-placed sisters and for the rights of approximately 51 per cent of their fellow citizens.

Joan Bielski, Wollstonecraft, April 21.

