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Media Release

 GOVERNMENT CONFIRMS $ MILLIONS WASTED

 ON ANTI-VIOLENCE CAMPAIGN

 The Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet has confirmed that dozens of projects and millions of dollars have been wasted by cancelling the original "No Respect, No Relationship” anti-violence campaig.  In Senate Estimates yesterday and today, some of the truth emerged about the scandalous waste of money and change of emphasis from a violence prevention campaign to a crisis response campaign.

The original campaign materials and ads, focused on young people developing healthy and respectful relationships, seem to have largely hit the cutting room floor.

 The new campaign, featuring a booklet with a message from the Prime Minister, will be sent to all Australian households telling them what to do once a sexual assault or other violent incident had occurred.  This defeats the whole purpose of the original prevention campaign.

 Some of the elements of the original campaign that have been canned include:

“Coaching Boys into Men" brochure for sports coaches to use in promoting positive attitudes about women to young men; 

 *
school curriculum materials to introduce the issue into schools; 

 *
4 video clips focused on the prevention of violence against girls; 

 *
an Indigenous specific component talking about the particular issue of violence in Indigenous communities 

 We now know that $1.1m has been paid out in cancellation fees, and $2.7m spent on campaign materials that will largely no longer be used.
 Labor will continue to pursue the Prime Minister’s office until the full truth is told about why the original campaign was cancelled and taxpayer money wasted.   

Australian women and girls are entitled to ask whether 10 million copies of a campaign booklet featuring the Prime Minister will be as effective in preventing violence in our community as the earlier, planned campaign.
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